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hope that these Turkish occupying forces, 
which are still stationed in the northern third of 
the island, will soon be withdrawn, thus allow-
ing Greek and Turkish Cypriot compatriots to 
live in peace and unity in the absence of this 
needless military presence. 

For the past 29 years, Cyprus has been a 
nation divided. Despite the strong desires of 
Greek Cypriots to return to the homes that 
they have been barred from since the initial in-
vasion, and the expressed desires of an over-
whelming majority of Turkish Cypriots to re-
unify the island so that all Cypriots can enjoy 
the benefits of EU membership, the Republic 
of Cyprus remains torn. There have been re-
cent advancements, such as the signing of the 
EU Accession Treaty, the partial opening of 
the Green Line, and the package of measures 
that was designed and implemented by the 
Greek Cypriots with the intention of assisting 
their Turkish-Cypriot neighbors, but none of 
this has led to the ultimate goal, which is the 
peaceful reunification of the island. The United 
Nations, under the leadership of Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, made a sincere effort at 
encouraging negotiations between the two 
sides prior to the signing of the EU Accession 
Treaty, but the obdurate leader of the Turkish-
Cypriots, Rauf Denktash, failed to cooperate. 
Thus, the division remains. 

The failure to reunify the island is certainly 
not due to a lack of interest shown by the peo-
ple of Cyprus. Compelled by desires to return 
to the lands they have been evicted from 
since the Turkish invasion of 1974, Greek-
Cypriots continue to support efforts to reach a 
settlement through negotiations. Likewise, 
Turkish-Cypriots have come out in great num-
bers to demonstrate against their leader’s neg-
ative approach in hopes of someday reuniting 
their country and gaining all of the benefits 
that come with EU membership. Mr. Speaker, 
I feel that it is vitally important for the United 
States government to continue its strong sup-
port and encouragement of the Cypriot com-
munity as they continue their push towards re-
unification. 

I recently introduced a resolution into the 
House, H. Res. 320, which calls for the imme-
diate withdrawal of the Turkish troops of occu-
pation from the Republic of Cyprus. Given the 
recent advancements that have been made, I 
feel that the removal of occupational forces 
would be an appropriate and meaningful step 
to continue the momentum towards reunifica-
tion of the island. With over 30,000 troops cur-
rently stationed in Cyprus, the island is one of 
the most militarized countries in the world, and 
this is clearly not conducive to peaceful nego-
tiations. I strongly urge each of my colleagues 
in the House to join me in support of this posi-
tive step, and to cosponsor this resolution. 

It has been 29 long years since the Repub-
lic of Cyprus was first divided by the illegal oc-
cupation of Turkish military forces. For 29 
years Greek-Cypriots have been barred from 
the northern portion of their homeland, and 
Turkish-Cypriots have lived through economic 
hardships under an illegitimate government. 
Mr. Speaker, I firmly believe that the time has 
come for the Republic of Cyprus to be reuni-
fied, and I urge my colleagues in the House to 
join me in support of all efforts towards this 
end.
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Bert Boeckmann, a close friend, who 
is being honored tonight for his many years of 
service to the Los Angeles Police Department 
and a lifetime of service to the community. 

Bert Boeckmann proved his business acu-
men at an early age. He began selling auto-
mobiles at Galpin Ford in 1953 and by age 26 
was general manager of the company. As vice 
president in 1960, he began purchasing com-
pany stock. Four years later he became presi-
dent and majority stockholder. By 1968, the 
buyout was complete. Galpin Motors now em-
ploys more than 835 people and includes not 
only Ford, but also Saturn, Jaguar, Mazda and 
Volvo dealerships. 

Bert also owns, partners or serves as board 
chairman in a slew of other companies span-
ning the spectrum from real estate develop-
ment, to ranching, to mining to communica-
tions. 

As anyone who has had dealings with one 
of Bert’s companies can tell you, he has built 
his success on a recipe of moral character 
and ethical standards that are rewarded at 
every level. It works. For 30 of the past 34 
years, he has been the Number One 
profitmaker for Ford Motor Company. For the 
past 11 years, he has ranked Number One 
nationally in Ford retail car and truck sales. 
About 87 percent of Galpin’s sales are to cus-
tomers who are either repeat customers, refer-
rals from customers, or heard about the 
Galpin reputation. 

Bert has given equal energy to bettering his 
community. He set a precedent by being ap-
pointed as a Los Angeles Police Department 
commissioner by three consecutive mayors. In 
addition to his Police Department service, 
which spans three decades, he served as a 
State of California New Motor Vehicle Board 
director, on the Mayor’s Select Blue Ribbon 
Committee on Budget & Finance, and is presi-
dent of the Municipal Improvement Corpora-
tion of L.A. He donated a major collection of 
80,000 volumes of Spanish language books to 
the University of Southern California, including 
the complete history of Central and South 
America, and created an annual endowment 
to catalog and maintain the collection. 

He has served on the executive board of 
the Boy Scouts of America since 1965, as a 
director of the San Fernando Valley Business 
and Professional Association since 1972, and 
supported Chambers of Commerces, univer-
sities and high schools, and many, many more 
civic, educational, church and business organi-
zations. 

Not surprisingly, Bert Boeckmann has won 
numerous prestigious awards for his business 
acumen and community service. To highlight 
only a few: the Jack Webb Award presented 
by the Los Angeles Police Department Histor-
ical Society, the Albert Schweitzer Award from 
the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership Founda-
tion, and the Presidential Citation for Private 
Sector Initiatives, presented by President 
Reagan and Vice President Bush at a special 
Rose Garden Ceremony. 

Mr. Speaker, Bert Boeckmann’s life and 
success proves that ethical and moral cap-

italism is not only good business, but benefits 
everyone in the community. I know my col-
leagues will join me in paying tribute to Bert 
Boeckmann and thank him for a lifetime of 
service.
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Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today, to recognize and pay tribute to the 
effort of the Diageo Iraq Humanitarian Airlift 
Team, who in four days, covered 12,000 
miles, and delivered school supplies, hygienic 
and food products to the children of Iraq. The 
Diageo Iraq Humanitarian Airlift, one of the 
first U.S. corporate humanitarian missions into 
Iraq, provided 90,000 pounds of aid and sup-
plies to improve the health and lives of thou-
sands of Iraqi children. 

As a project endorsed by both U.S. Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and Commanding 
General Tommy Franks, this team of Diageo 
employees and Ground Zero Heroes—current 
and former New York City Firefighters and Po-
licemen who provided emergency services on 
September 11th—left for Baghdad on June 22, 
2003. This humanitarian team flew from New 
York to Amsterdam, where they loaded a DC–
8 cargo transport plane with supplies that in-
cluded such things as school materials, infant 
formula, milk powder, rice and sugar. With 
temperatures exceeding 115 degrees, the 
cargo plane carrying these supplies touched 
down at the Baghdad International Airport. In 
a city mostly without power and water, the 
Diageo Iraq Humanitarian Airlift volunteers vis-
ited among thousands of small children suf-
fering from malnutrition, severe dehydration 
and other illnesses at the Habibya Children’s 
Hospital and the Pediatric ward, formerly the 
Saddam Pediatric Hospital. These supplies 
have not only helped improve the health of 
these children, but have offered some relief to 
the many troubled parents who cannot afford 
the basic needs for their children. 

The Diageo Iraq Humanitarian Airlift, marks 
the second time Diageo has embarked on a 
humanitarian airlift. In December 2001, New 
York Fire Department and Police Department 
officers participated in the Diageo ‘‘Ground 
Zero to Ground Zero’’ airlift taking food and 
emergency relief supplies to an orphanage in 
Kabul, Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in thanking the volunteers of the 
Diageo Iraq Humanitarian Airlift and Diageo 
North America, who represent the finest and 
most compassionate qualities of America.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight to 
salute the men and women of Justice, Illinois 
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